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The quest to nurture kind, caring and 

authentic teacher – student relationships 



• Engaging your students in the curriculum, 

differentiating the curriculum and  providing 

constructive feedback to your students? 
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• Engaging your students in the curriculum, 

differentiating the curriculum and  providing 

constructive feedback to your students? 

• Building positive relationships with your students  

and ensuring they feel safe and secure and a sense 

of belonging in your classroom? 
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As a teacher, do I put more time into my curriculum 

planning or more time into my relationship planning? 
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Predictors of student achievement: 

Student, Home, School, Curricula, Teacher, 

Teaching and Learning approaches 

 

• Highest   

  The individual students 
 

• Second highest 

  The teacher and the student’s  

  relationship with his or her   

  teacher 

 

VISIBLE LEARNING 

Hattie, 2009, 2011, 2015 

TEACHER EFFECTS  
Influences and effect sizes related to student achievement 
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The Age, Melbourne, 10/5/2016 



Thankyou 







Key theme #1 

Going above and beyond expectations 
 

Sample sentences: 

• “I cannot thank you enough for all the time, effort and patience you…” 

• “You always went beyond expectations by gathering resources and just 

giving me different ideas.  Thank you so much for all your effort….” 

• “I am in awe of the amount of time and effort you put into your students, 

and I count myself so lucky to have been taught by you…” 
 

Key character strengths to action: 

Zest, Love of Learning, Leadership, Creativity, Perseverance, .… 
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Analysis of 300 GGS Teacher Gratitude letters 



Key theme #2 

Making class fun 
 

Sample sentences: 

• “I will always remember it, even the games we played in class…” 

• “You’ve created a banter-ous and fun environment in which to learn” 

• “Thank you for all the fun and the stories that stuck in my head 

when the textbook wouldn’t…” 

 

Key character strengths to action: 

Creativity, Zest, Humour, Teamwork, Hope, …. 
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Analysis of 300 GGS Teacher Gratitude letters 





Key theme #3 

Approachability and emotional guidance 
 

Sample sentences: 

• “Having you as my teacher has been great and I have so appreciated 

your kind and loving words…” 

• “You are also really easy to talk to so that is another thing that I love…” 

• “Your honesty, kindness, enthusiasm and approachability makes you  

very trustworthy and I know I wouldn’t hold anything back from you…” 

 

Key character strengths to action: 

Kindness, Social Intelligence, Love, Perspective, Humility, …. 
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Analysis of 300 GGS Teacher Gratitude letters 



Attachment influences students’ wellbeing 

and school success… 

 

• This is true of students’ attachment to their 

parents, and also to their teachers.  

• Secure attachment is associated with higher 

grades, greater emotional regulation and 

social competence and greater willingness to 

take on challenges 

• Effects were strongest for high-risk students 

 

 

ATTACHMENT 

Bergin and Bergin, 2009 
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KNOWING 
& BEING 
KNOWN 



“Everyone has a good memory for things that interest them.” 
 

TIPS for learning student names: 

• Use photos with name tags 

• Use tent cards 

• Use rhymes or alliterations to aid auditory and visual memory 

• Greet and farewell students as they enter and leave the room 

• Good old fashioned repetition and rote learning 

• … 

• What about students learning other students’ names… 

LEARNING STUDENT NAMES 

POSITIVE SCHOOLS 

June 2016 



Write down several of your students’ names… 

• Character Strength – ACTION 

• Character Strength – NURTURE 

• Study Skill – ACTION 

• Study Skill – NURTURE 

 

Could you do this for each student in your class? 

KNOWING YOUR STUDENTS 
In the classroom 
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Write down a few different students’ names… 

• Unique piece of information (fun fact) 

• What sport or musical instrument do they play? 

• Do they learn a language? 

• What year did they start at your school? 

• … 

 

KNOWING YOUR STUDENTS 
Beyond the classroom 

POSITIVE SCHOOLS 

June 2016 



What do you think? 

• Is it appropriate for your students to ‘know you’? 

• How do you let your students’ know you? 

• Are you known for a quirky characteristic? 

• Do you let your students know what stresses you? 

 

 

BEING KNOWN BY YOUR STUDENTS 
In the classroom and beyond the classroom 
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Key theme #4 

Pushing students for best results 
 

Sample sentences: 

• “You taught me never to give up and to always try my hardest…” 

• “Though you pushed me very hard, doing so made me achieve 

more than I thought I was capable of…” 

• “Thankyou for believing in me and pushing me to be my best…” 

 

Key character strengths to action: 

Honesty, Perseverance, Love of Learning, Bravery, Prudence, …. 
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Analysis of 300 GGS Teacher Gratitude letters 



VIA Character Strengths classification 

• Have you taken the free VIA Survey 

• Do you play to your signature strengths? 

• Are there specific strengths you could develop? 

• Are you aware of the shadowside of your strengths? 

 

Have you ever asked your class 

• What character strengths do you spot in me? 

• What character strength would you like me to action more? 

HARNESSING YOUR STRENGTHS 
To build positive teacher – student relationships 
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Consider… 

• Celebrating and analyzing the gratitude letters written by 

your students in your school… 

• Encouraging colleagues to intentionally spend time 

‘preparing’ to build positive relationships… 

• Sharing best practices with your colleagues… 

• How best to build your existing student relationships… 
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RELATIONSHIPS 

POSITIVE SCHOOLS 

June 2016 







YOUR PERSONAL ACTION CARD 
What will be your next action for Building Positive Relationships with your students? 


